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Children’s doctor tests positive 


200 exposed people, mostly workers, being tested 


Molly Beck milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Two hundred patients and health 
care workers at Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin are being tested for corona- 
virus after a doctor who worked with 
children with severely compromised 
immune systems contracted the dis- 
ease. 

Officials at the Wauwatosa hospital 
began testing Tuesday after a doctor — 
whose patients included at least one 


child undergoing cancer treatment — 
discovered he picked up the virus while 
traveling outside of Wisconsin. 

None of the patients considered to be 
at the highest risk of developing serious 
respiratory illness tested positive for the 
virus, Mike Gutzeit, the hospital’s chief 
medical officer, said in an interview 
Wednesday. 

But a national shortage of tests for 
the virus is leaving out some at the hos- 
pital who have been exposed to the doc- 
tor, including the father of a teenage girl 


with leukemia who is being isolated 
with his daughter. 

The doctor worked in the hospital 
without knowing he had the virus for 
about a week, hospital officials say, and 
the vast majority being tested are hospi- 
tal workers — 10 are patients. 

Another 28 patients who were ex- 
posed to the doctor are being contacted 
about the doctor’s diagnosis and could 
be tested, according to hospital spokes- 
man Andrew Brodzeller. 

Gutzeit said the hospital prioritized 
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A masked traveler makes her way through the empty concourse to her flight around sunrise Wednesday during what 
should be one of the busiest times at Mitchell International Airport. PHOTOS BY MARK HOFFMAN/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Across Milwaukee, familiar 
scenes now unfamiliar 


Rhythm of everyday life 
has been sharply altered 


Bill Glauber 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


You begin at the airport, under a 
dark, early-morning sky. 

Normally, the main terminal is teem- 
ing with businesspeople flying off for 
work, families headed south for spring 
break. 

But on Wednesday, amid the corona- 
virus pandemic, Mitchell International 
Airport was something of a ghost town. 

No line at the Starbucks. No need to 
rush through security. A trickle of trav- 
elers in a twilight zone. 

“Its pretty crazy,” said Sterling Do- 
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Ricky Villegas, 27, talks about how 
business has dropped by about half at 
his repair shop, Gayo’s Muffler & Auto 
Service. 


ward, a truck driver headed home to 
Utah to take a new job. 

Another passenger, Lionel Jean Bap- 
tiste, was headed home to Florida. 
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Packers hunting for bargains 


Adding the right pieces at a manageable 
price would help QB Aaron Rodgers. 
Sports, 1B 


A father’s heroism remembered 


Sons recall how their father, a physician 
ona WWII carrier, died saving lives 75 
years ago. Local, 3A 


He was carrying on a 20-roll pack- 
age of Scott toilet paper. 

This is what it’s like now in a city 
and country where the rhythm of ev- 
eryday life has suddenly, shockingly 
and almost impossibly been altered. 

There are fewer cars on the high- 
ways. The city streets are eerily quiet. 

Bars, restaurants, movie theaters, 
entertainment venues and schools are 
all closed, with a lot of people hun- 
kered down at home. 

You could see work vans clustered 
at some small construction sites. The 
Hop was running, with only a couple of 
passengers. Buses, too. 

At a time like this, you hold on to 
what you can, desperate for a sense of 
normalcy. 
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Wisconsin 
coronavirus 
cases rise 
above 100 


Questions mounting 
about hospital capacity 


Sarah Hauer Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The total number of confirmed 
cases of coronavirus in Wisconsin rose 
above100 Wednesday as life across the 
state continued to slow down in an ef- 
fort to mitigate the highly contagious 
disease’s spread. 

As the number of cases increases, 
state health officials said they are still 
figuring out exactly how many hospital 
beds and life-saving breathing ma- 
chines are available. 

There are now 50 confirmed cases 
of the coronavirus in Milwaukee Coun- 
ty, officials said late Wednesday after- 
noon. Milwaukee Health Commission- 
er Jeanette Kowalik said there has 
been a “surge” of testing. Confirmed 
cases of coronavirus stood at 106 in 
Wisconsin as of 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
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Possible virus 
treatment 
awaits OK to 
begin trials 


Mark Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The Johns Hopkins University doc- 
tor coordinating a nationwide effort to 
launch emergency clinical trials of 
plasma from patients who’ve recov- 
ered from coronavirus said he expects 
to forward a plan to the U.S. Food & 
Drug Administration Wednesday and 
to start treating the first patients in 
about four weeks. 

“We are in an emergency and this is 
the only thing we have,” said Arturo 
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